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TONF
What is TANF?

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families TANF)Jarovides cash
assistance to families with dependent children under age 18*, and
pregnant women for a limited time. Parents, caretakers, or pregnant
women who are included in the grant are required to participate in a
work program.

*Note: Age 18 and enrolled full-time in school with satisfactory
attendance may also be eligible.
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Temporary Assistance for Needy Families

The Four Purposes of TANF

* Provide assistance to needy families so that children can be
cared for in their own homes

* Reduce the dependency of needy parents by promoting job
preparation, work and marriage

* Prevent and reduce the incidence of out-of-wedlock
pregnancies

* Encourage the formation and maintenance of two-parent
families
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How Does a Family Apply for TANF?

Families can apply online through the Georgia Gateway portal
at gateway.ga.gov, and by mail, fax, or in person at their local
DFCS office. Customers who need help filling out the
application can call DHS' Customer Contact Center at 1-877-
423-4746 or visit their local DFCS office. The application

process may take up to 45 days.
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Who can receive TANF?

To be eligible for TANF, families must meet both financial and non-
financial requirements established in state law. For example:
» Recipients must be a U.S. Citizen, or a lawfully admitted qualified alien

« Recipients must be residents of Georgia,

 Children under age 7 must comply with TANF immunization requirements,

 Children ages 6 to 17 must attend school and have satisfactory attendance.

« Children who are age 18 can be included in the assistance unit if they are
enrolled in high school or GED program and have satisfactory school
attendance.

Georgia’s lifetime limit is 48 months.
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TANF and GRG Income Limits

Number in Assistance

Gross Income Ceiling

Standard of Need

TANF Family Max

160% FPL GRG

Unit
1 435 235 155 2087
2 659 356 235 2820
3 784 424 280 3553
4 925 500 330 4287
5 1060 573 378 5020
6 1149 621 410 5753
7 1243 672 444 6487
8 1319 713 470 7220
9 1389 751 496 7953
10 1487 804 530 8687
1 1591 860 568 9420
Each additional +44 +24 +17 +733




Other eligibility criteria

A TANF applicant/recipient must apply for, and accept other
benefits (unemployment compensation, workers’
compensation, SSA benefits, child support, etc.)

Recipients must also establish paternity and work with the

Division of Child Support Services in order to receive TANF
benefits.
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Grandparents Raising Grandchildren

Additional $100 per month per child for those who meet the
following criteria:

 Caring for grandchild(ren)

« 55 years or older OR any age and disabled
* Not participating in a foster care program

* Household income of less than 160%

» Parent of child is not in home (mother, father, or minor
parent)
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Crisis Intervention Services Payment (CRISP)

The CRISP is designed to meet an emergency need of a
grandparent who is raising a grandchild in his/her home. ltis a
one-time only cash payment equal to four times the maximum
TANF benefit amount for that household size. The CRISP can be
approved at any time during the grandparent’'s TANF eligibility
when an emergency arises.
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TANF Work Requirements

Recipients of cash assistance have a work requirement and must
participate in the employment services component of the TANF
program. This includes:

* A parent, pregnant woman, non-parent relative or a legal
guardian who is receiving assistance for themselves.

* A non-recipient parent who lives with a child who receives
TANF.

* A minor parent or pregnant minor who is receiving assistance
as the head of household.



TANF Work Requirements

Requirements Work Activities
« Arecipient of cash assistance who has . Emplgy_rg_en’a&sultasidized or
a work requirement is expected to unsupsidized), etc. _
participate in work activities at a level * Job Search/Job Readiness
consistent with full-time employment, » Work Experience
which is up to 40 hours per week. « On-the-Job training
 Single parent household: 30 hours per * Vocational training
week (typically) « Community Service
- Depends on the age of the - GED/High School
child(ren) . .
o « Education Directly Related to
« Depends on the work activity Employment
« Two-parent households: work combined This list is not all inclusive

35 hours (up to 55 hours) per week
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Support Services

 Transportation

* Clothing

* Tools & Supplies

* Occupational licensing fees

 Childcare assistance (paid through CAPS)
This list is not all inclusive



TANF Work Support Program

TANF provides up to 12 months of continued support for

families whose earnings have made them ineligible for
TANF

« Work Support Payments $200 per month
* Transitional Support Services

* Transitional Shelter Assistance
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Questions?
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Frequently Asked Questions:

Q1: What forms do you need to Al: Any form of verification is acceptable

verify that a student is meeting as long as the dates and hours of

the work activity requirements? participation are documented and
verified.

Q2: What do we need to show A2: Document from the school confirming

as documentation of their individual is enrolled in the class along

schedule? with the schedule of days and times the
individual is expected to be in class.

Q3: How often does a student A3: Verification of participation must be

need to resubmit the paperwork submitted monthly until the assighnment

(e.g. what if they graduate from ends.

the program)?
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Frequently Asked Questions:

Q4: How are @)dlﬂt ed program A4: Actual hours of participation
hours counted” are counted.

For example: If class is from 8-
10:30 on Monday, we count 2
hour 30 minutes of participation.

Q5: If a student is enrolled in both a _ :
credit program through the college =~ A9: Student would be assigned 2

and adult ed, how will you count activities: Vocational Education
their hours towards work activity and GED
requirements? Actual hours of participation

would be counted toward the
activity requirement.
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Frequently Asked Questions:

Q6: How do | get in touch with  A6: For questions regarding
my local DFCS office? Food Stamps (SNAP), Medicaid,
or TANF, contact the Customer
gogéact Center at: 1-877-423-
740.

You can also visit:
https://dfcs.georgia.gov/ to find
your local office.



https://dfcs.georgia.gov/
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